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priority for national service. Everyone 
gains when they speak to others from a 
different generation and learn how 
things have changed over the years. 
And yet, at the same time, how many 
things remain the same. 

Fostering communication between 
people increases the connection for all 
of the community. This piece will add 
a section to the bill that is the sense of 
Congress that the Corporation for Na-
tional and Community Service should 
make the maximum effort possible to 
coordinate with the National Endow-
ment for the Humanities to provide op-
portunities for young people enrolled 
in NACS programs to collect oral his-
tories from senior citizens in the com-
munities they serve. 

With that, I would like to yield 2 
minutes to Mr. ANTHONY WEINER from 
New York. 

Mr. WEINER. I thank the sponsors of 
this legislation and of the amendment. 

I think this is an opportunity for us 
to expand on the notion that many 
Americans already support, and that is 
the idea that Americans very much 
want to be asked to help, they want to 
be asked to volunteer, they want to be 
asked to serve. Despite the conven-
tional wisdom about growing apathy in 
the country, studies have actually 
shown that almost 30 percent did vol-
unteer work in 2006, up dramatically 
since 1989, the last time the survey was 
asked. 

We found when asked is government, 
is Washington, is our country asking 
enough of us, overwhelmingly Ameri-
cans say no, we are not being asked to 
do enough. Unlike the period after 
Pearl Harbor when FDR famously 
called us all to this national sense of 
calling, we failed to do it. The bill that 
we have today hopefully will reverse 
that to some degree and get more peo-
ple involved doing more things. 

One of the things the bill does that is 
most laudable is expands outreach to 
let cities, localities, and organizations 
know the program has grown much 
more flexible over the course of years. 
I believe that cities should be thinking 
about their own version of kind of a 
city version of AmeriCorps, addressing 
specific problems, maybe not as gen-
eral as the AmeriCorps program is, 
where we have many people going, 
doing discrete individual things, but 
create programs that cities say let’s 
try to tackle the problem of child hun-
ger, let’s try to tackle the problem of 
affordability. This type of a program 
would allow cities to take more con-
trol, something that my colleagues on 
both sides of the aisle support. 

Not that long ago, I gave a speech in 
May, where I laid out a proposal in 
something I called AppleCorps, that 
New York City would come up with 
their program to take advantage. The 
idea would be if you get cities involved, 
maybe we can get them to put money 
in on top of what we in the Federal 
Government are offering to tackle 
those challenges that they face. 

One thing is very clear, that when 
Roosevelt once famously asked, ‘‘Now 

that we are in this war, we are all in it, 
all the way. Every single, man, woman, 
and child is a partner in the most tre-
mendous undertaking of our American 
history. We must share together the 
bad news and the good news, the de-
feats and the victories.’’ This bill seeks 
to do that. 

Thank you very much for the time. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 

Chairman, I yield back the balance of 
my time. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Chairman, I urge my colleagues to join 
me in supporting this amendment, 
which I think will go a long way to giv-
ing our next generation a sense of what 
our fathers and our forefathers have 
faced. 

I yield back the balance of my time. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-

tion is on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
ENGLISH). 

The amendment was agreed to. 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. ENGLISH OF 

PENNSYLVANIA 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in 

order to consider amendment No. 7 
printed in House Report 110–539. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Chairman, I have an amendment at the 
desk. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk 
will designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Amendment No. 7 offered by Mr. ENGLISH 
of Pennsylvania: 

Page 133, after line 19, insert the following 
(and conform the table of contents accord-
ingly): 
SEC. 1708. COORDINATION WITH VETERANS OR-

GANIZATIONS SERVING VETERANS 
WITH DISABILITIES. 

The Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service shall 
coordinate with veterans organizations serv-
ing veterans with disabilities to provide op-
portunities for young people enrolled in ex-
isting NACS programs to provide transpor-
tation services on a full-time, part-time, or 
as-needed basis. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Pursuant to 
House Resolution 1015, the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania (Mr. ENGLISH) and a 
Member opposed each will control 5 
minutes. 

The Chair recognizes the gentleman 
from Pennsylvania. 

Mr. ENGLISH of Pennsylvania. Mr. 
Chairman, the freedom of the United 
States has depended on the courage of 
men and women in uniform for over 200 
years. Our veterans, having served as a 
member of the greatest military in the 
world, can be assured that they have 
the appreciation and admiration of 
millions of Americans. 

The experience gained from the U.S. 
military is without a doubt invaluable, 
and I applaud our veterans for the 
courage and the commitment that they 
have demonstrated consistently while 
serving our country. 

With that said, I would like to offer 
this amendment, which will provide a 
valuable service to our veteran popu-
lation while giving young volunteers 

an opportunity to be exposed to some 
of these American heroes that have al-
lowed us to exercise our everyday free-
doms. Specifically, my amendment 
would require the Board of Directors of 
the Corporation for National and Com-
munity Service to work with the Dis-
abled American Veterans organization 
to provide opportunities for young peo-
ple to serve as drivers in the DAV 
transportation network. 

This new service will certainly help 
ease the burden on veterans through-
out the country, especially in commu-
nities like mine and in yours, Mr. 
Chairman, in rural areas where we 
have many veterans who have a chal-
lenge getting the service that they 
need from our brick and mortar VA in-
stitutions, give them easy and conven-
ient transportation to doctor appoint-
ments, physical therapy, and routine 
checkups. 

Mr. Chairman, at a time when Amer-
ica’s veterans are facing increased 
challenges regarding health care cov-
erage and full access to the benefits 
that they have earned, Congress ought 
to embrace commonsense policies that 
will help ensure our veterans get the 
care they need and deserve. 

In my part of Pennsylvania, Mr. 
Chairman, it has been a challenge to 
drum up the volunteers to provide driv-
er service for many of our VA partici-
pants and clients. I urge my colleagues 
to join me in supporting this initiative 
that will help fill that gap and encour-
age more of our young people to volun-
teer to help some of our aging veterans 
and some of our younger veterans who 
happen to live a distance away from 
the institution that serves them. 

Mr. Chairman, I retain the balance of 
my time. 

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr. 
Chairman, I rise to claim time in oppo-
sition, but I am not opposing this 
amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

There was no objection. 
Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. I 

want to thank, again, my colleague Mr. 
ENGLISH from Pennsylvania for this 
amendment. This would require the 
Board of Directors of the Corporation 
for National and Community Service to 
coordinate with veterans organizations 
serving veterans to provide opportuni-
ties for young people to enroll in exist-
ing NACS programs to serve as drivers 
in the DAV transportation network on 
a full-time, part-time, or as-needed 
basis. The reason we support this 
amendment, which is similar to Mr. 
MCKEON’s in a way, is that it will help 
serve our Nation’s veterans. This 
amendment reminds us of the chal-
lenges faced by disabled veterans after 
they have devoutly served our Nation. 

When I see a lot of my veterans back 
home in Long Island, a lot of them do 
volunteer their time on driving our 
veterans back and forth. We only have 
one veterans hospital on Long Island. 
A lot of these drivers are as old as 
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